
allow the naming of any precise percentage when cer¬

tain necessary allowances have been made.
The influence of profession upon health and mor¬

tality, it is pointed out, begins to be strongly mani¬
fested at about the age of 25 years and continues
until 65 years. Of course, the employments usu¬

ally regarded as dangerous figure prominently, file-
making taking a bad pre-eminence. The publican
class (saloon-keepers) comes next. Innkeepers them¬
selves die more rapidly than their servants, alcohol¬
ism and diseases of the liver being the chief causes.
The mortality figures of public-house keepers show
seven times and of their servants four times more

rapid death rate than for the general average of occu¬

pied males. It is curious, however, that the death
rate for these two classes is highest in the industrial
districts of England and lowest in London. Brewers
and butchers rank next among important occupations
on the high mortality list. They are respectively
two and one-half and two and one-fourth times the
standard. Chimney-sweeps, dock laborers, coachmen
and cabmen are all on the wrong side of the mortality
average. At the other extreme are most of the liberal
professions, and the clergy enjoy the enviable dis¬
tinction of passing the greatest number of years in
this vale of tears.

Locality seems to have a startling effect upon the
mortality records, although this cause is shown to be
much more apparent than real. Taking England as

a whole, it is shown that 100,000 males born are
reduced to 75,149 at the end of the fifth year, while
100,000 females will number 78,324 at the end of the
same period. But in certain selected, so-called
healthy districts of England and Wales, this reduc¬
tion is not accomplished until after twenty-nine years
in the case of males and twenty-seven years in the
case of females. The contrast is even greater in the
case of a single city. Thus, in the township of Man¬
chester, which includes only the well-populated sec¬
tion of the city, 100,000 males are reduced to 62,326
in five years and 100,000 females to 66,623 in the
same time. But in the healthy districts of Manches¬
ter this reduction is not accomplished until the age
of 50 among males and the age of 48 among females.
Whence it is fair to conclude that the general man¬

ner of life and condition of poverty or comfort are

much more important factors in the problem of life
than mere locality.

THE JOURNAL AND THE ASSOCIATION.
The Journal of the American Medical Associa-

tion began its new year with an increased number of
pages, and proposes to continue to furnish the same
amount of reading pages throughout the year, thus
putting it a safe distance ahead of all its American
contemporaries.

A new press has been purchased and is now in oper-

ation. The vast amount of MSS. now in the office
awaiting publication will, we trust, be reached much
earlier, although the members must be aware that it
is a manifest impossibility to make use of all the val-
uable material that comes in to the office, even with
the increased number of pages.

The growth of the Association during the past year
has not been exceeded by its growth in any previous
year, and all that is now needed to maintain it in a

healthy condition is, that the members shall once more
come to the front, look at their Journal critically,
compare it with similar publications, and induce their
friends, not already members, to join the great Asso¬
ciation. There is no reason why the American Med¬
ical Association should fail to occupy the same rela¬
tion to the whole profession that the British Medical
Association does to that of Great Britain, where every
physician in good standing with his fellows, is, or is
supposed to be, a member of the British Medical
Association.

As for the Journal, its work in the past speaks for
itself, and its growth in the future will depend upon
the support and encouragement received from the
members of the Association, subscribers and contrib¬
utors. At no time has its prospects seemed brighter;
at no time did it seem to meet more closely the views
of its founders. That it is capable of still further im¬
provement, no one doubts, as the moment it ceases to
improve, then will it begin to decay.

Not only is the Journal useful to the Association
and its important members, but it has a still far-
reaching influence beyond that noticed, because at no

time has it been more widely quoted at home and
abroad by other medical journals than at the present
time. The higher average medical education of the
present date is having its influence on papers read at
the Association meetings; much better work has been
done in its Sections, and altogether the retrospective
view is pleasant. The increase of reading pages will
not only give room for more original matter, but will
probably increase the amount of space for Society
Proceedings—a very important department of the
Journal of which it is impossible to over-estimate
the value. Important discoveries and the results of
individual research are usually presented first to the
local society, although the proceedings are necessarily
reported in smaller type, as even the capacious col¬
umns of the Journal with its sixty pages of reading
matter, exclusive of the advertising pages, can not
afford space for everything in pica. The reader must
himself to some extent, also separate the wheat from
the chaff, but it is interesting to remember, for in¬
stance, that the two communications which seemed to
attract great attention at Moscow, "Murphy's suture
of the arteries," and " Frank's absorbable coupler,"
were both presented at a meeting of the Illinois
State Medical Society, and reported in the Journal,
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June 12, 1897, some time before the meeting of the
Congress. " Doyen's drain," which was also presented
in Society reports, and numerous other instances, crowd
upon the memory, of the important achievements of the
vanguard of science modestly chronicled in " Society
Proceedings" without even a distinction of a separate
place in the index, long before the medical world in
general awakes to a realization of their value.

In the last year an important historic work, never
before translated into English, has been placed at the
disposal of American surgeons through the columns
of the Journal, without extra cost, and it is therefore
with some satisfaction that we reflect on the achieve¬
ments of the past year, and venture to express the
hope that at the close of the year 1898 we shall be able
to show even more substantial progress.

To this end we again urge that the members once
more take up the aggressive and use their utmost
endeavors to make the Association and its Journal
a fitting and worthy representative for all that is good
for the American medical profession. The member¬
ship should be brought up to 10,000 before the Den¬
ver Meeting. Great strides have been made toward
that end, but let us not relax our efforts.

THE DEATH OF MR. ERNEST HART.
The death of Mr. Ernest Hart, the editor of the

British Medical Journal, comes with a shock to his
many friends in America, most of whom had already
learned that he was in feeble health. They sympa-
thized with him in his recent illness and operation,
but from the reports published they had been led to
believe that he was fairly convalescent.

His death leaves a gap in the ranks of medical jour-
nalism which can never be filled. He had an instinct-
ive delicacy of judgment, made few mistakes and
popularized the Journal as no man preceding him
had been able to do, and at the same time made it one

of the financial successes of the age. He had learned
the art of being aggressive without offending, and the
Journal under his management has been right in its
advocacy of all those reforms in which the whole pro-
fession is interested.

As a writer he was forceful, accurate and aggressive.
As a man he was unassuming, polite and agreeable.
As a physician he was well informed, and in certain
lines in advance of his time. He will be greatly
missed, for his place in medical literature was pecu¬
liarly his own.

Foreign Medical Training for Recent Graduates.
Vienna, Austria, Dec. 20, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\"Foreign Medical Training for Recent
Graduates" is the title of a late editorial article in the Jour-
nal, and as it is a subject of most vital interest to many young
men who belong to this class, I propose to discuss the question
briefly in this letter. I do this the more readily from the fact

that many of my friends, who are aware of the fact that I have
spent some years abroad, are in the habit of writing to me for
advice as to where they had better put in a few months' time
in brushing up on the practical points of their profession. I
am prompted further in writing this letter, by the fact that I
meet here in Vienna, every day, young physicians from the
United States, full of energy and wide awake, who are work-
ing with an untiring will, but who, from the fact that they are

ignorant of the German language and do not propose to stay
here until they master the same, are, if not wasting their time,
certainly not spending it in a profitable manner.

Let me suppose the case of a young man who has had a few
years of general practice, or perhaps has only just graduated.
The field that he occupies, or the one that he proposes to
occupy, is one where he must play the rôle of the general prac¬
titioner in its widest sense.

To keep abreaet of the times, he feels the necessity of fur¬
ther instruction, especially in the more practical matters that
pertain to his profession. But in looking over his environ¬
ments, two obstacles present themselves at the very outset.
His means are limited and he can only spend a few months
away from his field of labor. Where shall he put this time in,
at home or abroad? Most decidedly at home, unless however
there is a large element of fraud and humbug in his make-up,
and he is seeking a very little knowledge and a good deal of
buncombe.

Our post graduate schools at home were organized for just
such men as he is, and they teach, in the main, just what he
most needs to know. A couple of six weeks' courses at one
of the best of these will be of more benefit to him than many
months spent in a foreign country, where he has first to learn
the language before he can profit by what he sees or hears.

Twenty odd years ago, when I first came to Vienna, the con¬

dition of things was entirely different. There was no post¬
graduate instruction to be gotten in the United States at that
time, nor, in fact, anywhere else outside of the Austrian cap¬
ital. In fact, two decades ago this was the acknowledged
Mecca, to which all medical pilgrims turned their footsteps
who were in search of a higher and more practical medical
education.

Some years ago, after leaving here, I went to Guy's Hospital
in London, and giving the late Dr. Reese my card asked the
privilege of attending his lectures for a time. His reply was :

"Yes, Doctor, you are perfectly welcome to attend my lectures,
but if you have been taught clinical medicine by Jaksch and
Nothnagel at Vienna, you will find anything in that line to be
gotten here in London very thin." And thin I found it.

I am glad to say, however, that the number of young physi¬
cians from America who are coming to Vienna is gradually
diminishing, and we have not more than half as many here
now as there were twenty years ago. I believe though that
part of this falling off in numbers is due to the fact that more

Americans go to Berlin for instruction than in former years.
The private instruction given here is done by the ordinary

professors and privat docente. In several branches this class
of instructors is far inferior to those of a decade and a half
ago. For instance, Bandi, who taught us in gynecology, and
Ultzmann in the diseases of the genitourinary organs in the
male, are both dead, while Jaksch, Pawlik and Chiari have
been called to fill professorships in the German University at
Prague, and their places, in my opinion, have not been filled
by men of equal merit as teachers.

Who should come to Germany, in which I include Austria,
to pursue their post graduate studies in medicine, and what
are some of the advantages to be obtained here? It is non¬

sense to come here unless you have some knowledge of the
German language or intend to stay here long enough to ac¬

quire the same. An ordinary traveling knowledge of the lan¬
guage will be of but little benefit to you. You must know
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